
Facts & Figures

“We promote 
� progress.“

Research Association
of the german food industry



FEI at a glance

Organization	 Research Association of the German Food 
Industry, Bonn 
Forschungskreis der Ernährungsindustrie e.V. (FEI)

Chairman	D r  Jürgen Kohnke; Pfeifer & Langen, Cologne

Manager	D r Volker Häusser

Objective 	 Promotion of practice-oriented food research 
to ensure the competitiveness of the food 
industry

Members	 	   60 companies 
	   55 branch associations/organizations of  

	         the German food industry 
	 120 research institutes in Germany and  

	         Switzerland

Activities	 	 Promotion of collective research projects  
	 (approx. 70 projects per year) 

	 Representation of interests/advisory  
	 service to the members in R&D 

	A rranging of contacts and cooperations  
	 between industry and science 

	O rganization of conferences and meetings 
	 Publication of reports, manuals,  

	 documentations, etc.

Events	 	FEI  annual conference (annually) 
	FEI  cooperation forum (annually) 
	FEI  workshops (not regularly) 
	M eetings of the Scientific Committee 

	 (three times a year) 
	M eetings of the project committees 

	 (70-80 times a year) 
	 Board meetings

Publications	 	D ocumentation of the FEI annual meeting 
	FEI  manual 
	 R&D report 
	 R&D documentations (project reports)

Umbrella	A iF (Arbeitsgemeinschaft industrieller For-
organization	 schungsvereinigungen e.V., German Federation 

of Industrial Research Associations),  Cologne
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What is the FEI?

In all its activities, the Research Association of the German 
Food Industry (FEI) follows its objective to organize applied 
research projects across the competitive borders of indivi
dual companies. 

The FEI was founded in 1953 on initiative of research-
focused companies. It is the only industry-wide research 
organization operating on behalf of all parts of the German 
food industry. 

Ninety percent of the approx. 6,000 companies 
of the German food industry as well as a major part of 
the food craft and the supplying industry are members of the 
FEI, either by direct membership or as members of a branch 
association. Sixty companies are direct members of the FEI 
and immediately involved in its activities. 

The Research Association co-operates with a large number 
of well-established scientific institutions: research facilities 
at universities, federal and state research institutes as well as 
institutes from the public and private sector. 120 research 
institutes represent the scientific, personal and structural 
base required to process application-oriented research. 

The head office of the FEI is located in Bonn (Germany). 
Thanks to an EU liaison office in Brussels, the FEI is also re
presented on European level and 
is, therefore, capable of support-
ing the research activities of its 
members throughout Europe.
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Service profile

The FEI connects food industry and food science on Ger-
man and European level. For research-oriented companies - 
in particular small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) – it 
facilitates the cooperation with renowned scientists. Also it 
gives these experts the opportunity to co-operate on a sus-
tainable level with companies from the food industry. 

The FEI offers in particular: 

	 a network to realize innovative research ideas

	 active participation in collective research projects and 
their public funding

	 the arrangement of research contacts and cooperation 
partners 

	 professional project management including implemented 
success control mechanisms

	 a pool of voluntary experts for project evaluation 

	 active support in the transfer of technology 

	 information on latest food research results

	 participation in scientific events

	 providing advice on national and international research 
programs 

	 lobbying of R&D interests 
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Industrial Collective Research

Main focus of the FEI’s activities is the coordination and 
promotion of projects of the Industrial Collective Research 
(IGF = Industrielle Gemeinschaftsforschung). IGF is promoted 
by the German Federal Ministry of Economy and Technology 
via AiF. It supports long-term research cooperations 
among industrial networks and allows, in particular, 
SMEs to gain access to research results of practical relevance. 
Public funding is subject to certain services that must be 
rendered by the industry. 

Applications for new research projects can be submit-
ted to the FEI three times a year. The topics of new pro
ducts are not predefined, but focussed on products and 
processes. A quality competition based on the following 
criteria will decide on whether these projects will be ac-
cepted or not:

	 innovative potential
	 relevance to a specific practical application 
	 pre-competitiveness
	 relevance to 
SMEs
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”Sometimes you are only one 
step away from an innovation – 
we help you to make this step,  
no matter how small or big it is.”
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Collective research on EU level

Through its own EU liaison office in Brussels, the FEI has been 
supporting and accompanying the research activities of its 
members on European Union level since 2001. 

7th EU Research Framework Programme
The 7th Research Framework Programme funded by the 
European Union was launched in 2007 and started with a 
much higher research budget compared to the previous pro-
gramme. 
For the thematic priority ”Food, Agriculture, Fisheries, and 
Biotechnology“ alone 1.935 billion EUR will be available in 
the years of 2007 to 2013. 
The FEI’s EU liaison office always provides its members with 
up-to-date information on the contents and deadlines of 
calls and work programmes published by the Commission. 
For applicants, it offers specific “guidelines” developed in co-
peration with EU evaluators.

European Technology Platform “Food for Life“
European Technology Platforms (ETP) play a central role in 

the 7th Framework Programme. They promote competitive-
ness and bring stakeholders together in key economic sec-
tors. The ETP “Food for Life” develops a long-term vision of 
the sector and identifies research and innovation priorities. 
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The FEI has been working on the committees and working 
groups of the ETP from the beginning and represents the in-
terests of the German food industry as a National Platform.

CORNET (“Collective Research Network“) supports or-
ganizations to conduct collective research projects on a 
transnational level. This means German IGF projects can be 
expanded by parallel activities in other European countries. 
CORNET projects are financed by national funds. 

For information on European research topics,
please contact:

GFP/FEI EU liaison office
47-51, Rue du Luxembourg
1050 Brussels, Belgium 
Phone: 	 +32 2 282 08 40
Fax:	 +32 2 282 08 41
E-mail:	 gfp-fei@skynet.be

Links to additional information: 
www.fei-bonn.de/netzwerk/eu_forschung/
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Research for the food industry

The topics and objectives of the FEI’s research projects are 
defined by the industry (“bottom-up approach”). They result 
directly from industrial applications and their requirements. 

Central subject areas are: 

2.

1.

3.

implementation into industrial practice

project realization

project generation

transfer of results

publications    consulting    conferences    seminars    workshops  
  personnel exchange    pilot plants    pilot production

The FEI’s role during the innovation process

Due to its encouragement of research projects, the FEI acts 
as a catalyst in the industrial innovation process. It creates the 
institutional framework – from project generation to imple-
mentation into practice. 

	 process development and optimization 
	 analysis methods and measurement 
procedures

	 product behaviour during processing 
	 new technologies 

8



in
n

o
v

at
io

n

Application-oriented food research requires a high degree 
of interdisciplinary cooperation and networking within the 
industry. The FEI ensures this by integrating a large number 
of different scientific disciplines. 

Budget

The annual budget allocated to the research projects co-
ordinated by the FEI is more than 20 million EUR. This budget 
increased by more than 80 % between 1996 and 2006 – a 
development that serves the competitiveness of SMEs in the 
food industry. 

Budget development (over a period of 10 years)

 Financial volume of newly approved projects (in million EUR)

 Financial volume of ongoing projects (in million EUR) 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

6.53        7.70         8.44        8.66        9.45       12.07      13.29      13.29      13.93     12.36      14.21

4.40         4.13
5.16  

4.29         6.92 

 4.67

4.81

22.5

20

17.5

15

12.5

10

7.5

5

2.5

0

2.32

7.56 

 6.373.54

Interdisciplinarity

biochemistry

microbiology

biology
physiology (animal and  

plant physiology)

food technology 

process engineering/ 
machine construction

biotechnology 
 

toxicology 

veterinary medicine

organic chemistry

inorganic chemistry

physical chemistry

instrumental analytics

food chemistry

agricultural science

hygiene

nutritional science

human medicine
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Integrated scientific disciplines
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The FEI innovation network

The FEI has established a network for innovation which 
encourages progress in modern food production on a broad 
interdisciplinary basis by linking industry and science. The 
results are used to develop new products and processes, to 
improve the quality of food products, and to increase the effi-
ciency and environmental sustainability of food production. 

The collective research pursued by FEI is documented by 
more than 700 successfully completed research projects, 
which were conducted at the 120 research institutes associ-
ated with the FEI in research facilities at universities, federal 
and state research institutes, and institutes from the public 
and private sector. 

In fact, many companies use the results of FEI projects to-
day without being aware of where they originated. Important 
results have now become the recognized state-of-the-art as 
well as common knowledge and have found applications in 
industrial practice. The research efforts undertaken by FEI 
make an important contribution to the competitiveness of 
the German food industry. 

“The future of the food industry is shaped  
today – our research and development ensures 
a safe future.”
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Bonn

Cologne

Wuppertal

Schmallenberg

Bochum

Munster

Quakenbrück

Lemgo

Detmold

Geisenheim
Kulmbach

Göttingen

Merseburg
Gatersleben

Kiel

Quedlinburg

Bremen

Hamburg

Rostock

Hannover
Brunswick

Magdeburg

Berlin

Potsdam

Köthen

Halle
Leipzig

Dresden
Jena

Bremerhaven

Aachen

Gießen

Frankfurt

Langen

Kaiserslautern

Neustadt

Karlsruhe

Würzburg

Erlangen

Hohenheim

Munich

Straubing

Zurich

Location of FEI research institutes
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Legal/Contact:
Forschungskreis der Ernährungsindustrie e.V. (FEI)

Research Association of the German Food Industry
Godesberger Allee 142-148
53175 Bonn

Phone:	    +49 228 37 20 31
Fax:	    +49 228 37 61 50
E-mail:	    fei@fei-bonn.de

GFP/FEI EU liaison office
47-51, Rue du Luxembourg
1050 Brussels, Belgium

Phone: 	 +32 2 282 08 40
Fax:	 +32 2 282 08 41
E-mail:	 gfp-fei@skynet.be

Additional information: 
www.fei-bonn.de 
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